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Symposium towards UNESCO registration Organized by the
ODKS, this symposium was held June 22 at the newly built RyGkyi
Shinpd Hall in Naha City. Some 350 people attended. First, former
Okinawa Governor Inamine Keiichi delivered a keynote speech
describing the possibilities and challenges of Okinawa traditional
karate's registration on the intangible cultural heritage list. He
stressed that karate with both cultural and sports aspects is not
covered by the Agency for Cultural Affairs, and that in Okinawa
there is not enough PR regarding to traditional karate. He
emphasized the necessity of academic research and documents
compilation. In the latter panel discussion, Dana Masayuki, curator
of the Prefectural Museum emphasized that “While there were lots

of things lost during the Meiji, karate survived. Karate has a high
cultural value.” (Continues on following page)
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Birth of a karate souvenir “Kawara-wari cracker” Okinawa,
birthplace of karate as given birth to a new souvenir. Its name,

“Kawara-wari senbei”. Read more on the following page.
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